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December 3, 1991 

-Certified-

Mr. Tim Furlong  

Environmental  Coordinator  

Columbia  Falls  Aluminum Company 

-P.O.  Box 10 

Columbia  Falls,  MT 59912 

Dear  Mr. Furlong:  

HELENA MONTANA $9620 

On August  14, 1991, a ground  water  inspection  of the Columbia  Falls  Aluminum  

Company (CFAC) facility  was conducted  by Tim Byron and Terry  Webster  of the Water 

Quality  Bureau (WQB) of the Montana Department  of Health  and Environmental  

Sciences  (DHES). Ground water  samples were collected  from TW-2, TW-8, CF-MW-2, 

PW-5, and several  seeps discharging  along  the bank of the Flathead  River.  

Surface  water  samples were collected  from the south  leach  pond, north  percolation  

pond,  south  percolation  pond, and from points  on the Flathead  River  upstream  and 

downstream  of the plant.  The samples were analyzed  for  fluoride  (F) (EPA method 

340.3),  cyanide  (CN) (EPA method 335.2),  semi-volatile  organic  carbon  (EPA method 

625),  and volatile  organic  carbon  (EPA method 524.2).  

Attached  is a copy of the ground  water  inspection  report  that  gives  the CN and 

F analyses  results.  The results  indicate  that  elevated  levels  of CN in  the seeps 

are  discharging  to the Flathead  River.  The CN levels  in  the seeps constitute  an 

unauthorized  discharge  of pollutants.  In order  for  CFAC to be incompliance  with  

the  Water Quality  Act (75-5-101  et seq. MCA), the discharge  of pollutants  must 

be either  eliminated  or authorized  through  a Montana Pollutant  Discharge  

Elimination  System (MPDES) permit  issued  by this  office.  However, given  the  

nondegradation  rule  (ARM 16.20.710  et seq.),  authorization  is  highly  unlikely.  

Elevated  CN levels  measured at the seeps indicate  that  ground  water  beneath  the  

plant  has been contaminated.  Past reduction  vessel  washing  practices  or the  

leaching  of CN from buried  potliner  in  CFAC landfills  are potential  sources  of 

the  contamination.  Please  submit  a letter  to the WQB, delivered  or postmarked  

no later  than  December 13, 1991, stating  your  intention  to comply with  the  

following  requirement.  

CFAC must submit  a plan  to determine  the exact  source  of the CN in  the seeps and 

to  eliminate  the pollutant  discharge  to the Flathead  River.  The plan  is  to be 

submitted  to the DHES, WQB, no later  than  January  31, 1992. Failure  to comply  

with  this  request  may result  in  formal  enforcement  action  by WQB against  CFAC. 
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Questions  regarding  this  correspondence  can be addressed  to Mr. Kevin  Keenan of 

the  WQB at 444-2406.  

Sincerely,  

• 

1:jet:J Sket,e74-44_4_,- 
Dan Fraser,  P.E.,  Chief  

Water  Quality  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division  
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